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Curtis Stewart Critical Acclaim


“...combining omnivory and brilliance.” – The New York Times

"...a probing performance by soloist Curtis Stewart…" – NPR

“...incisive power…” – Musical America

“...it was Stewart’s compositional legerdemain that left me slack-jawed.” – Gramophone
Magazine

“...compelling…” – BBC Music Magazine

“Violinist and composer Curtis Stewart presented a profound and deeply moving evening…”
· The Strad

“Stewart’s compelling and quietly authoritative account of the concerto should encourage a far wider interest: it’s a strange, deeply idiosyncratic piece, from its fierce, improvisatory solo opening to a finale…” – The Strad

“...it’s a disc of musical discoveries, conveyed in compelling performances and warm, close sound." – The Strad

“A gem of [a] string player, among the excellent musicians whose impressive work contributed to many of the night's high points.” – The Strad

“An accomplished violinist, Stewart weds the discipline and structure of a classical conservatory trained composer-performer, with the creative freshness of jazz, rap, and other modern popular styles.” – Boston Music Intelligencer

“Curtis Stewart is not only a brilliant violinist, but also a composer and performer on electronics and spoken word.” – Boston Music Intelligencer

“The dark-chocolate tone of the composer’s own violin glowed warmly in the room.” 
– Washington Classical Review

“He shows his audience the colors inside of himself—color(s) not yet invented. Far from
self-indulgent, it is self-revelatory. It is vulnerable. It is creation.” – JazzTimes

“Curtis Stewart has become something of a force in New York City in recent years, not just for
his virtuosic musicianship but as a voice for diversity in classical music and recognition of past
contributions by Black composers." – Bachtrack

“...it was abundantly clear that Stewart is capable of practically anything on his instrument. He
throws his whole body and soul into a performance.” – Downbeat Magazine

“Stewart pans for solid gold, thus revealing impulses trapped inside millennia of sediment. This blazing violinist has made an indelible mark, shaking the cotton from its prison with gusts of
innovation.” – All About Jazz

“...cannot be overlooked…” – All About Jazz

“The huzzahs, hurrahs indicated a huge fan club…Mr. Stewart played with the most glorious
tones, both dulcet and demanding. His gymnastics up and down the fiddle were not only
seamless but seemingly effortless.” – ConcertoNet

“Sound and body are one when an artist sings. And this one-ness is what Stewart is about. He
gives us not only heart and soul to fall in love with, but his entire self-wrapped up in his voice,
and in his violin, no longer a separate vehicle, but an appendage of his being." – Berkshire Fine
Arts

“Commissioned by the festival, the work added to the recent slew of genre-shattering offerings
by Stewart, who is quickly becoming one of the most powerful voices of our time for racial
equality in classical music.” – I Care If You Listen

"The program highlighted the music and performance of New York composer/violinist Curtis
Stewart, who really made the experience truly memorable.” – Third Coast Review

“Stewart navigates the last with no shortage of energy, spirit, and precision.” – Arts Fuse

“...the prodigious violinist Curtis Stewart…” – That Canadian Magazine

“A recognized Classical virtuoso…” – Al Jezeera
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